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HIGHLIGHTS

A Year Unlike Any Other
Not one of us has been left untouched by the events of
2020. The Edith Bolling Wilson Birthplace Museum, too,

CANARY TWEETS

has had its ups and downs over the past year. Staffing

VIDEO SERIES - 2

transition in October 2019 left a vacancy, which
volunteers, board members, and staff stepped up to fill.

THE LOST CHAPTERS
UNCOVERED - 3

We are especially grateful to Debbie Wilkerson for going
above and beyond to help keep the doors open as long as
possible. The search for a new director was put on hold
until Spring of 2020; no one could have predicted how

LIVING HISTORY'S

events would unfold in March. The director search was

REACH - 4

delayed again. In August 2020, the museum hired Morgan

HOLIDAY SHOPPING

literacy programming, event planning, and nonprofit

MADE EASY - 5

Herbert as Executive Director. Morgan's background is in
administration. She is excited to be part of the
organization and ready to tackle the challenges of
operating a museum during a pandemic.
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Canary Tweets Video Series
In the summer, museum founder Farron Smith and
Edith reenactor Betsy Ely collaborated to create a
series of short videos for social media to help keep up

VOL. 9.1

The Edith Team has worked hard to
navigate mandated closures,
reopening guidelines, and the massive
programming holes left in the wake
of the pandemic.
Plans for Edith's annual birthday
celebration had to be rewritten
several times. The museum had hoped
to screen a showing of the "Madam
President" episode of the Smithsonian
Channel's America's Hidden Stories
series as part of the birthday
festivities, but the release date has
been pushed into 2021.
The passing of "The Judge" Canary of
the Bolling Wilson Hotel was marked
by a small funeral service with a
eulogy by Edith and beautiful, birdthemed music by pianist Brenda
Wittwer. The funeral was held on
Edith's birthday, October 15th. Her
birthday was also celebrated with a
socially distanced "paints and pints"
event at Seven Sisters Brewery,
guided by Rose Cottage School of Art.

the museum's presence online and in the community.
The videos, released every Wednesday for five weeks,
each focused on a different facet of Edith's life: The
Canaries, Papa the Judge, My Little Electric Car, First
Honorary President of Girl Scouts, and the Pandemic
(the Spanish Flu).
The five videos were viewed more than 21,000 times!
Special thanks to Rowdy Stephens, pictured, for
lending us his videography and technology skills to
make this project a success.

Executive Director
Morgan Herbert

"Edith only knew one direction, and that was
forward." -Pam Hensley, visitor from Houston, TX
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My Memoir: The Lost
Chapters
Edith's autobiography entitled My Memoir was
published in 1939. However, a sizeable chunk of
her writing that was intended for the book was left
on the cutting room floor. The museum is in
possession of these writings, "The Lost Chapters."
Special thanks to Bev Hoch, who volunteered to
transcribe the chapters. It's a massive
undertaking, considering there are nearly 250
pages, a mix of hand-written and partially typed.
The transcription is a work in progress, but has
already turned up some interesting new
information about the years following Woodrow
Wilson's death.
In one particularly poignant passage, Edith
recounts the loss of her mother:

"It was sweet to be home again, though here I found
a new and irreparable loss awaiting my coming; for

Sneak Peek:
New Acquisition

in less than a month my dear Mother fell quietly
asleep. Her long illness with pneumonia had

Special thanks to Farron Smith for

weakened her heart, and the end came in an instant.

acquiring this postcard from a French

After a little service at my house, we carried her

hospital. It depicts Edith seated among

back to Virginia where, in the Cemetery in

wounded soldiers. Special thanks to

Wytheville, we left her sleeping under a mound of

Marlene Jonas for translating the text

flowers beside my Father and the little baby sister

from French:

we lost so many years ago. A gentler, more saintlike spirit than hers never habited the world; she
was literally one of the "pure in heart," and blessed
our lives like a daily benediction."

"I am writing to you these few words to
tell you that I am in good health and I
think that my card will find you all the
same. I would tell you that a while ago I

Stay tuned - we will include more from "The Lost

wrote you a letter and that I sent you

Chapters" in subsequent newsletters!

my picture and I haven't done it yet."
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3,000

Grants & Press
Visits
In September, the museum

2,000

received a grant from Virginia
Career Works for the purchase
of equipment and supplies to help
reopen safely. We now have two

1,000

free-standing, automatic hand
sanitizer stations, disposable
masks for patrons, and
sanitizing supplies. This allowed
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2019

the museum to reopen to the
public on a limited basis:

Living History:
Viewers Reached

Thursdays and Fridays, 10am to
2pm, plus other times by
appointment.

Since its very first program in 2013, the museum's
Living History program has reached a total of 10,647

Special thanks to Senator Mark

people in person and 21,808 through virtual events for

Warner for nominating the Edith

a total reach of 32,455! Thank you to Betsy Ely, Jim

Bolling Wilson Birthplace

Gearhart, the "Little Ediths," and all the supporting

Museum for the prestigious

cast and crew who have worked so hard over the

National Medal for Museum and

years to make our Living History programs such a

Library Service. The winning

fantastic asset to the museum's offerings.

institutions will be announced in

At the time of this writing, Living History has reached

Spring 2021.

126 people in person in 2020 in addition to the
thousands of viewers of the Canary Tweets series -

Thank you to the Wytheville

not too shabby for a pandemic year!

Convention and Visitors Bureau
for including the museum on the

When I don Edith’s hat, I
always keep in mind that I
not only represent Edith
and the Edith Bolling
Wilson Birthplace Museum,
but I also represent my
hometown of Wytheville,
Virginia.
-Betsy Ely
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itineraries for visiting
journalists! Connie Pearson,
Chere Coen, Patti Morrow, Rich
Warren, and Liz Mays visited us
in October.
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Completion of Historic
Structures Report
The architectural firm Meadors, Inc. completed a
Historic Structures Report and submitted the
results to the museum in July 2020. There were
several interesting finds, including items of
archeological significance in the crawl space and
evidence that the original roof was tiled with wood
shake shingles. The presence of hand-split lath,
rather than machine-cut lath, in certain sections
indicates that those sections date to the original
construction and have remained undisturbed. A
window on the south wall of the red-wallpapered
room is believed to be the earliest remaining
window in the building.
The study was funded by a grant from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation's Hart Family Fund
for Small Towns and matched with funds
contributed by our wonderful supporters.
The firm recommends a full structural assessment
as the next step in preparing to restore the
birthplace home.

Holiday Shopping at
the Gift Nook
Whether you're shopping for a bookworm,
history buff, tea lover, or even kids, the
Gift Nook at the museum has you covered!
We have several new items for the holiday
shopping season, including adorable plush
lambs!

This year has been hard enough--let us
make your holiday to-do list even easier by
assembling gift bags for you, like our Tea
Time, Cozy Collection, "Sheepish," and
Old-Fashioned Children's Christmas gift
sets. Call (276) 223-3484 or visit the
The 1886 Sanborn map shows a confectioner,
bank, and drugstore occupying the commercial
bays on the first floor of the Bolling Building
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museum to learn more!
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2020 Board of Trustees
Anne Evans, Chair
Lorri Huffard, Vice Chair

The Volunteer
Team
We are always so grateful to the
volunteers who contribute their
time, expertise, and services to

Kay Dunkley

the Edith Bolling Wilson

Scot Farthing

Birthplace Museum! Our

Janie Hardin

recurring volunteers include:

Susan Swan

Carolyn Armentrout

Peggy White

Pat Bliss
Davy Davis
Betsy Ely
Jim Gearhart

World-Class Tech
Support

Bev Hoch
Dana Jonas
Marlene Jonas
Edie Brown Repass

Thank you to New River Computing, our IT

Frank Repass

company. They have been incredibly helpful and

Hope Reynolds
Farron Smith

generous with their time and services. Some of their
big projects for us this year have included installation
of new computers and data migration.
New River Computing contributed nearly $6,500 in in-

We would also like to thank
Shelby Robertson, a volunteer
from Wytheville Community

kind service value to the museum in their last fiscal

College. Shelby was great to work

year. Special thanks to Alex Zammit, who went the

with and we look forward to

extra mile!

having her back in the spring
semester!
We are always in need of
volunteers for a variety of
positions, including in-person
tours, research projects, handson projects, and special
initiatives like cataloging and
curating. If you're interested in
being part of the Edith Team,
please call us at (276) 223-3484.
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OUR 2019 DONORS
Individual Supporters
$10,000 or More
Elizabeth Evans
Cary Fuller
William and Farron Smith

$100 or More
Bonnie Agnew
Albert and Carolyn Armentrout
Cynthia Blair

$500 or More
James and Lisa Alderman
Colleen Bartolini
Sterling and Jocelyn Bolling
Ellen Butler
Kay Dunkley
Anne Evans
Jim and Mary Gearhart
John and Carol Goodloe
Tommy and Lil Haller
Jim and Deborah Kemper
Charlie and Peggy White
Mark Zammit

Miriam Booker
Ruth Anne Chitwood
Stephanie Cornnell
Robert Evans, Jr.
LeeAnn Harvey
Lorri Huffard
Lilchy Huffman
Joyce Jaeger
Dana and Marlene Jonas
George Kegley
M.H. Lattimore
Anne McGrady
Margaret Peel
Dorothy and Clifton Potter, Jr.

$250 or More
Betsy Ely
Dean and Janie Hardin Sprinkle
Jim and Margaret Shuler

Patricia Singleton
Loretta Stoker
John White Stuart III
Lon Tobin

Richard Williamson
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OUR 2019 DONORS
Individual Supporters
Up to $99

Timothy and Amy Havens

Julia Anderson

Shiloh Holley

David and Sandra Baker

Diane Hoover

James and Paula Balija

Jason Javier

Joshua Beckett

Joel Jenson

J. and K. Bolling

Katherine Lenzi

Robert Bolling

Robert Lockett

Carol Brooks

Doug Ludwig

Mary Brown-Cassell

Christina McCarthy

Laura Carabin

Stephanie Parker

Barbara Charlet

Donald and Cathy Pattison

Hal Craddock

Elizabeth Rappaport

David Davis

Anna Ray Roberts

Leona Diener

Andrew and Elizabeth Smith

John and Linda DiYorio

Stephanie Smith

Joseph Eyler

Stacy Summerlin

Gisela and William Field, Jr.

Bradley and Elizabeth Trevillian

Clarence Goings

Richard Turner

Cory Green

George Wysor

Government, Foundation, and Business Support
Wythe County
Town of Wytheville
The Bolling Family Association
DonateWell Matching Fund
Norfolk Southern Foundation

National Bank of Blacksburg
First Bank & Trust Company
Camrett Logistics
Wytheville Lions Club
Gail’s Stylon

Please note: Due to executive staffing transition and changes to our donor database in 2019, some
donations were processed without a name associated. If you donated in 2019 but are not recognized
here, we apologize and assure you the oversight was not intentional. We value every contribution.
Please call (276) 223-3484 and we will include your 2019 contribution in our 2020 Annual Report.
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